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by a Parliament of this day.    Peel, however, with a true states-
man's instinct, did not allow the relief Of Irish distress to
depend wholly on the so-called laws of supply and demand;
he caused large supplies of corn and flour to be secretly
introduced into the most impoverished districts;  he set a
system of Public Works on foot;   and by tjiese means the
suffering of 1845 was, to a very considerable extent, lessened.
He had left the helm when the trial of 1846 came ; Lord John
Russell and his colleagues had to confront a'calamity infinitely
worse and more general.   They were able, humane, and en-
lightened men;  they were firmly resolved that the starving
multitudes of Ireland should be, if possible, fed; with this
object in view they freely lavished, with the  approval of
Parliament, the wealth of the Treasury,  Nor can it be doubted
that they achieved great results;  hundreds of thousands of
lives were beyond question saved; the fell hand of famine was
- removed from many districts;  the land passed through an
ordeal of fire, scathed indeed cruelly, but still spared.    The
Government, however, were too much swayed by economic
doctrines, which probably would have had sufficiently good
results in Great Britain, but which, in some measure, were
wrongly applieo^to Ireland    They did not follow the example
of Peel; they left to the resources of ordinary trade the supply
of food to the poor and remote parts of Ireland; this would
have done well enough in a commercial country, but was
unfortunate in one where there was comparatively little traffic;
and, in consequence, many unhappy beings perished.   The
Government, too, refused to expend any money on reproduc-
tive Public Works, for this would check, they imagined, private
enterprise, a notion, in the existing state of things, most false;
and yet they squandered enormous sums, at the rate, indeed,
of five millions a year, on useless works, nearly all to this day
unfinished*   They made the conditions of relief, moreover,
stringent in the extreme; the peasant was compelled to give
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